A comparison of carbon dioxide laser, liquid nitrogen cryosurgery, and scalpel wounds in healing.
With the carbon dioxide surgical laser, the liquid nitrogen cryoprobe, and the scalpel, wounds were created on the shaved abdomen of 24 rats, and the patterns of healing were studied. The laser wounds were the first to epithelialize, followed by the scalpel wounds, with the cryosurgery wounds the slowest to epithelialize. The results were confirmed histologically.